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A Message from Chris
School is well underway for another year and the beautiful weather we
have enjoyed this fall is beginning to turn cold and prepare us for the
winter ahead. Across Etobicoke Centre, school sports teams and clubs
are up and running, high schools have held their commencements, and
adults and seniors are taking courses at the Burnhamthorpe Adult
Learning Centre, Mimico and other sites across Etobicoke.

Fall is a time of change and we extend a warm welcome to our new
Principals Sam Miceli (Richview Collegiate), Rizwana Jafri (Scarlett
Heights Entrepreneurial Academy), Caroline Rath (Etobicoke
Collegiate), Varla Abrams (Burnhamthorpe Adult Learning Centre) and
Sam Iskandar (Silverthorn Collegiate). Also, a warm welcome to our new
Minister of Education, Etobicoke Lakeshore MPP, Laurel Broten –
maybe now we can get the funding formula fixed.

Our Ward Council’s first meeting of the year was on October 25th (see
Parent and Community Involvement p. 2). Our first Special Education
Forum took place on October 11th at Islington Junior Middle School.
Trustee Pamela Gough (Etobicoke Lakeshore) and I jointly hosted the
meeting which featured presentations on Psychological Assessments and
the Empower Reading Program (see p. 4 for more details). Also of note,
on October 15th, Wellesworth Junior School celebrated its 50th

Anniversary (see p. 3 for details).

I am planning to put out three newsletters a year to keep the community
up to date on what’s happening in our schools. To receive future
newsletters electronically, please email me at: chris.glover@tdsb.on.ca

I wish you all a wonderful fall!

Yours Sincerely,

Education
Events

TDSB 5th Annual
‘Parents Make a
Difference’ Conference

An interactive day where you
can attend workshops, mini
presentations, displays and
learn about the TDSB. Plus
you’ll get tips on how you can
become more involved in your
child’s education.

November 12th at Earl Haig
Secondary School, 100 Princess
Ave., North York, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

An Evening with
Barbara Coloroso

World renowned speaker and
author Barbara Coloroso will
provide tips and strategies for
building nurturing relations
with children and teens.

The event will take place at
Martingrove Collegiate, 50
Winterton Dr., Etobicoke,
on Dec. 8th, from 7 – 9 p.m.
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Ontario Schools Among Best
in World

In a recent issue, the Economist magazine cited Ontario’s
schools as among the best in the world. The article
attributes improvements in recent years to School
Improvement Plans in which each school sets its own
targets for improvement. These have contributed to
steady improvement in international test scores in recent
years. Of course test scores only go so far, much of the
credit goes to the commitment and dedication of our
Principals, teachers and staff. The article can be read at:
http://www.economist.com/node/21529014

Parent and Community
Involvement

The TDSB is reviewing how it informs and involves the
community in the decisions that affect our children and
our schools. At our first Etobicoke Centre Ward Council
Meeting parents and community members from across
Etobicoke Centre took part in the discussion on
community consultation with senior staff from the board.

The Etobicoke Centre Ward Council Meeting was held on
October 25th at Scarlett Heights Entrepreneurial Academy
(15 Trehorne Drive) at 7 p.m. Speakers for the evening
included Virginia Ludy with PIAC Updates (Parent
Involvement Advisory Committee), Barb Payne provided
information about Wireless Safety in Schools and Jim
Spyropoulos together with Corinne Promislow discussed
Community Consultation.

Profile:
Bill Johnston

Every Tuesday and Thursday for
the past eight years, Bill Johnston
has been a volunteer tutor at
Kipling Collegiate where he helps
ESL students with math and
English.

Through a 38-year career with
CN Rail, Mr. Johnston worked as
an instructor and machinist, and
built a wealth of work experience
that he shares with new
Canadian students at Kipling.

“Volunteering has given me a
unique chance to meet young
people from different cultures,”
says Mr. Johnston, “and the
opportunity to work with
extremely impressive ESL
teachers, all of whom have
inspired me.”

The time he dedicates to Kipling
students is much appreciated.
“We appreciate the time and
energy Mr. Johnston dedicates to
the community,” says Ms. Pannu,
Head of Language Development
at Kipling. “He is an inspiration
and a positive role model to all.
Thank you Bill!”
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On October 15th, Wellesworth Junior School celebrated its 50th Anniversary. The festivities
included decade rooms in which students from the past and present could experience disco from
the 70s, featuring parent Valerie McNellen on roller skates wearing a very bright green pant suit
and parent Margaret Isaacs wearing a fluorescent orange wig and clothing depicting the new
wave 80s era. During the speeches, in a skit glorifying the olden days, ” Mrs. Beenahereforever”
reminded us how before the era of minivans, students used to walk six minutes to school and six
minutes back home again – those were tough times!

Teachers from the past and present attended the celebration including Eldred Cook and
Virginia Robertson who were teaching on the day Wellesworth Junior School officially opened
on October 30th, 1961. Also in attendance were four former Principals including Eric Kjertinge
(1983 – 1985), Ann Knappe (1988 – 1992), Robert Abrahams (1992 – 1998), Elizabeth
McFarlane (2001 – 2007) and Rocco Coluccio (2010 – present). Bill McIntosh, former Director
of Education for Etobicoke also joined in the celebrations.

Eric Kjertinge, Elizabeth McFarlane, Ann Knappe Virginia Robertson and Eldred Cook
Robert Abrahams, Rocco Coluccio and Bill McIntosh

Many thanks to the organizing committee Marilyn Hagerman, Janine McCann, Valerie McNellen
and Margaret Isaacs who brought the Wellesworth community past and present together for a
wonderful celebration!




