Activity: Straw/Equilibrium Lab



Date: ____________________
Purpose

This activity simulates a closed system that reaches a dynamic equilibrium. Ina closed system there are 2 sets of reactants, and a forward and a backward reaction going on at the same time. 

Materials

2  25 mL graduated cylinders, 2 straws of different diameters, water.

Procedure

1. Fill each graduated cylinder to 12.5 mL. Put the bigger straw in one graduated cylinder and the smaller straw in the other. You will be taking water our of each graduated cylinder, at the same time, by holding your thumb over the top of the straw and lifting the straw out of the graduated cylinder. 

2. To understand the analogy completely, fill in the following chart that compares water going back and forth between the graduated cylinders to a dynamic equilibrium. 
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